
 

 
 

Get to Know First Grade! 
 

Ms. Bebow, 1A Lead 
One experience recently that inspired a sense of wonder… 

I am thankful for my parents.  Raising six children, they instilled 
in each of us a love for God, a passion for learning, a desire and 
compassion to serve others, and a strong work ethic.  As I 
teach astronomy, my sense of wonder expands as I observe the 
universe and our solar system with a sense of awe. 

Favorite subject in school… 

My favorite subject in school is Science.  I love learning about 
the world around me.  My sense of wonder grows as I learn 
about the intricacies of the world.   
 

Ms. Sneed, 1A Asst 
Favorite childhood memories involving the holidays… 

I love the holidays, because it gives you a chance to spend 
uninterrupted time with family and friends. 

Favorite book to read…  My favorite story is The Little Mermaid 
by Hans Christian Anderson. 
 

Ms. Sugimaya, 1B Lead 
Helped you become the person you are today… 

I have a long-time friend who has guided me in my career.  I 
thank her most for helping me with goal setting, problem 
resolution and time management. 

Favorite subject in school… 

I grew up in Japan, and I started to learn in English when I was 
in 7th grade.  Since then my favorite subject was English.  I think 
that is why I am here now. 
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In lieu of holiday gifts for faculty and 
staff, we invite all North Phoenix families 
to participate in this annual holiday giving 

campaign (formerly Snowstorm).   

Show your heartfelt appreciation by 
contributing a one-time monetary 

gift to be distributed evenly among 
faculty and staff at our December 

Teacher Appreciation Luncheon.  
Suggested donation: $55/student 

Deadline: November 30th 



Ms. Whittmann, 1B Asst 
Helped you become the person you are today… 

I was raised by a single mom who was also a teacher, 
and I can’t thank her enough for all of the blessings she 
has brought to my life.  She taught me how to act with 
integrity, be self-motivated, and show compassion to 
others.   

I can’t imagine how she had enough energy to teach an 
entire classroom and take care of her whole family 
physically, mentally, and emotionally!  She is one of the 
strongest people I know, and I am grateful that she 
poured so much goodness into my life that I was 
inspired to do the same for other children. 

Describe yourself as an animal… 

The armadillo is my favorite animal – it’s uncommon 
but likeable, which I think describes how people 
perceive me. 
 

Ms. Flitcroft, 1C Lead 
Book most thankful to have read… 

I am currently reading and finding inspiration in the 
book The Greatest Miracle in the World.  The book is a 
reminder that we are all unique individuals created for a 
purpose. 

Makes you laugh the most…   

What makes me laugh the most?  It’s hard to narrow it 
down to one thing, because I like to find humor.  My 
own children and my students make me laugh on a 
regular basis.  I also laugh at myself! 
 

Ms. Lapa, 1C Asst 
Favorite childhood memories involving the holidays… 

My favorite childhood memory I’d have to say is when 
my aunt made pumpkin pie.  My aunt always made the 
best pie, but one year my brother told her it didn’t taste 
very good.  She thought it was just him teasing her.  So, 
after he was made to finish his piece of pie, my aunt 
had a slice.  It was then she realized her mistake.  She 
had forgotten to add the sugar. 

Favorite subject in school… 

I’d have to say my favorite subject in school was always 
history and division studies.  It has always fascinated me 
and inspired my genealogy hobby. 

Ms. Page, 1D Lead 

Recently experienced sense of wonder or awe… 

A few weeks ago, I had the awe-inspiring opportunity to 
watch the sunset at the Grand Canyon.  It was 
interesting to experience this with people representing 
so many different nationalities.  As the sun dipped 
below the horizon, we all clapped.  Not sure why, but it 
seemed to be everyone’s communal response to an 
event we experience and ignore daily that becomes so 
much more fantastic at the Grand Canyon. 

Favorite book to read… 

I love to read, especially true stories about people who 
have overcome obstacles.  Two books in this category 
that I reread periodically are The Hiding Place by Corrie 
Ten Boom and Christy by Catherine Marshall. 
 

 
 

Ms. Gianforte, 1D Asst 
Most grateful to have learned about yourself over the 
past year… 

This past year I’ve learned the importance of time.  I 
believe today more than ever that time is the most 
precious gift I can give to myself.  Time to be fully 
present in every moment of my life, time to let life 
unfold in front of me – accepting that everything has its 
own time to happen.  In our busy lives, we sometimes 
operate on the autopilot, missing many times small but 
very special things and moments.  Time brought me to 
work at ANP this year and I’m so happy to be part of 
this Great Hearted family. 

Favorite childhood memory… 

My family in Brazil is really large and having all nine 
siblings in home at the same time was insane, but so 
nice at the same time.  My house was filled with music, 
food and great conversations. 
 

 

“Nothing is more honorable  

than a grateful heart.” 
- LUCIUS ANNAEUS SENECA 


