
 
 

Get to Know Specials! 
 

Ms. Olsen, Art 
Grateful to have learned about yourself over the past year… 

I am so grateful to have been blessed with a slightly greater 
understanding of what true humility means.  I’ve always 
thought humility was a virtue that seemed passive and gentle, 
but I’m learning that real humility takes a lot of courage.  It’s 
the courage that allows one to say “I really don’t know and am 
in awe of how little I know.  My place in the world is small yet 
significant, and I can only begin on the real journey to 
understanding by realizing how little I really understand.”  This 
year I have grown a lot as a person and it is due in part to 
experiencing the real blessings of true and honest humility.   

Favorite book to read… 

My favorite book to read, I have to admit in full knowledge that 
I work at a classical school, is the Harry Potter series.  It’s a very 
sentimental series for me, as it is for many, and I consider it to 
be one of the most influential modern fairytales.  I read it every 
year around fall and I enjoy the feeling of nostalgia it gives me 
as I imagine myself inside the castle walls covered in snow and 
ice. 

 

Ms. Berger, Art 
Witnessed recently that reminded you that life is good… 

Recently I had the joyous experience of eating German sausage 
(wurst) with creamy Norwegian dumpling soup (knoephia) in a 
cozy establishment in Fargo, North Dakota.  Dessert was a 
satisfying custardy kuchen set in a powdery crust of loveliness.  
Savoring the foods and flavors of my ancestors along with 
inspiring family conversations reminds me that life is good! 

Favorite childhood memory... 

My favorite childhood memory is of going sledding down the 
big hill right next to my house in the frozen tundra-land of 
Minnesota.  We had fancy sleds that sped down the hill right 
into my backyard if you could build up enough speed! 
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In lieu of holiday gifts for faculty and 
staff, we invite all North Phoenix families 
to participate in this annual holiday giving 

campaign (formerly Snowstorm).   

Show your heartfelt appreciation by 
contributing a one-time monetary 

gift to be distributed evenly among 
faculty and staff at our December 

Teacher Appreciation Luncheon.  
Suggested donation: $55/student 

Deadline: November 30th 

file:///E:/SanDiskSecureAccess/GH/www.anppso.org/hearts


Ms. Rojas, Art 
Helped you become the person you are today and what 
you’d thank them for… 

My husband has helped me become the person I am 
today.  We have been best friends for 21 years!  I’d 
thank him for always supporting me in my goals and 
aspirations in motherhood and my career. 

Favorite subject in school…  Art, of course!  And then, 
Satire in American culture. 

 

Ms. Krause, Music 
Helped you become the person you are today… 

My mother has been tremendously influential in 
shaping my character.  I would thank her most for 
letting me make my own mistakes and always being 
there to help me pick up the pieces. 

Favorite subject in school… 

I loved choir, of course, but I also loved literature.  
Some of my favorite books I read for school were 
Fahrenheit 451, Animal Farm and Frankenstein. 
 

 
 
 

Ms. Park, Music 
Helped you become the person you are today… 

My former music teacher, who has been my mentor for 
over half of my lifetime – Dr. Lisa Oberlander, has 
inspired me to go into the music field and made me into 
a person who tries to be responsible and share the joy 
of music with my students. 

Three items I would take with me on a deserted island… 

Water, food, and lots of sunscreen! 

 

 

Coach Waugh, Gym 
Helped you become the person you are today… 

I owe absolutely everything I have and all that I am to 
my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  It is written that, “He 
loved me, even while I was yet His enemy and living in 
sin.”  Now all that I do and all that I say is done unto His 
glory.  He paid for my life – my debt – with His blood 
and now I’m counted as righteous before God.  I am 
thankful for his transformational work in my life.   

Beyond this, I am grateful that He led me to Great 
Hearts where Ms. Hanks first gave me the opportunity 
to teach.  I’m humbled to be led by an amazing 
leadership team and that I get to come here each day. 

Favorite childhood memory… 

My fondest childhood memories are from the times I 
spent at my grandparent’s house.  Their place was the 
coolest!  I could get lost for days exploring all that was 
there.  His place consisted of three buildings (garage, 
main house, and cabin house).  He had a shooting 
range, woodshop, workout room, man-cave and library.  
Safe to say, it was my own little amusement park.   

The things I remember most about spending time there 
include building wooden boats in his shop, taking long 
walks in the forest behind his house, and watching old 
westerns at night time.  I’m forever grateful for those 
times, and I think in part it’s one of the reasons I 
became a teacher.  My grandpa had been a gym teacher 
in his day and so it was only fitting, I think, that I 
became one, too! 

 

Coach Rutt, Gym 

Witnessed recently that reminded you that life is 
good… 

I get to teach kids how to be active and live healthy 
lifestyles.  When I truly stop to think about that, I realize 
that I have so much to be thankful for! 

One meal I could eat for the rest of my life… peanut 
butter and honey sandwiches! 

  

 
 
 

 

“Gratitude can transform 
common days into thanksgiving, turn 

routine jobs into joy, and change ordinary 
opportunities into blessings.” 

- WILLIAM ARTHUR WARD 



Coach Madsen, Gym 

Favorite childhood memories involving Thanksgiving… 

I have always loved Thanksgiving because of the family 

traditions.  To prepare for the next day, my nana and I 

would make the stuffing together.  She never had a  
physical recipe, but the one that was in her head 

belonged to her mom.  She and I would stand, tear 

bread apart, and add tons of eggs, celery and onion.  I 

had to put my hands in to mix the squishy concoction as 

she poured over the broth, water, and seasoning.  Then, 

she’d take a pinch and taste to make sure it didn’t need 

anything else.  As time passed, we began to sit while we 

created our dish.  Now she is no longer with us.  I am 

the only one who knows this recipe in my mom’s family.  

It now exists in my head – a recipe that has passed 

through four generations and never been written down.  

I think that is pretty beautiful.  It isn’t just a recipe, it is 

many lovely memories that I get to keep and, one day, 

create with my kids as I pass on the same tradition.   

Favorite childhood memory… 

I had a fabulous childhood.  One of the leading causes 
was that my best friend, Carrie, lived down the street 
from me.  We spent all of our free time together, 
running back and forth between our houses to do this 
and that.  We were so creative and active, always doing 
something.  The best was sleepovers.  I miss those!  One 
night, we were having a sleepover on her trampoline 
when we started hearing music.  Of course, we began 
arguing about where the music was coming from.  In 
order to solve this huge dilemma, we decided each of 
us would stand on a chair and listen over the backyard 
wall.  If either of us heard the music, we would wave.  I 
go over to my side, which is totally where the music was 
coming from.  I stand on my chair and look at the wall 
that was next to me.  There were four cockroaches on 
the wall beside me.  Since this became the new priority, 
I wave my arms like crazy.  Carrie comes running over 
and I tell her there are four cockroaches on the wall.  I 
start pointing and counting “1, 2, 3… where is the fourth 
one?”  Carrie screams, “It’s on your shirt!”  To this day, 
this is one of our favorite stories to relive and laugh 
over.  We’ve been best friends since we were nine – 
twenty years now! 

 

 

Ms. Fee, Language Arts 

Helped you become the person you are today… 

Prof. Cindy Miller helped shape me while I was in 
seminary in that she taught me to live reflectively and 
be willing to practice “care-frontation” with the people 
in my life whom I love.  I even practice “care-frontation” 
with my youngest students challenging them to be their 
best scholarly self.  I am thankful for teachers in my life 
and the life-long lessons I still am learning. 

Favorite subject in school… 

My favorite subject in school was le français, bien sûr! 
(of course!)  Languages were my passion; I learned two 
others in college, Russian and German! 

 

Mr. Lang, Art & Language Arts 
Helped you become the person you are today… 

One of the people who helped mold me into who I am 
today was my piano teacher, Ms. Carmi.  One of the 
lessons from her that I’m continually grateful for in my 
life is this: There are no difficult tasks – there are only 
groups of simple tasks that, when completed together, 
lead to great accomplishments. 

Favorite subject in school… 

One of my favorite subjects in school was Language 
Arts.  I always loved that we not only had the 
opportunity to experience great literature from many 
different times and places, but that we also got to 
practice creating our own stories and expressing them 
well. 

 

Ms. Brugere, Language Arts 
Favorite childhood memories involving Thanksgiving… 

In middle school, my grandmother would involve me in 
Thanksgiving food preparations.  She was so patient 
with me and truly gave me the love of cooking and 
entertaining. 

Favorite subject in school… languages – English and 
French. 

 


